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n 1803 there lived in Boston, Massachusetts, a Rev.

I

William Emerson. He marked the seventh genera-
tion of a long line of'ministers. Already he had two
children, and on May 25, $803, his wife presented him
with a third, a boy whom they christened Ralph Waldo*
Within the next eight years three more children were
born into the family, then the Rev. William died,
leaving his widow ill provided to face the world, and
with six young children to rear, all under ten years
of age.

Mrs. Emerson did not let her troubles overwhelm
her. She was both capable and courageous, and she set
to work to bring up her young family. To eke out her
slender means she took in boarders, and with the money
so earned, she was able to send her boys regularly to
school. They, on their part, did all they could to make
things easier for her, and every day, on their return from
school, they helped with the house-work. It was not all
work in the Emerson household, however. Encouraged
by their mother, and an aunt, Miss Mary Emerson, the
boys spent much of their spare time reading the works
of great poets and historians, and it was in this atmo-
sphere of refined poverty and hard work, tempered with
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